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progressive,  up-to-date  Americanism
| shown by the mep from different parts
| af the eountry, the fact that they are
alert and alive, keoping up with the
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l Drama

“W'nman in Roeom 13" Has
Thrills in Plenty at
Booth

By Heywood Broun
"The Woman in Room 127 is an in-
Etnious and enthralling melodpama. It
hus the atmosphere and the incidents
vr_ln‘h make the bhest of our murder
Lrialg interesting, These are mystery,

The play departs from the melodramn
technique of the last two seasons Ly
allowing the audience to know more
thun most of the characters in the
J_'”ﬁ}’ and at lenst ms much as the best
informed some little time befors the

end of the' plax, There is no lnek, !

however, of surprising twizts and turns,

Perhaps the heat tribute to the skill
of the ploywriphts lics in the fapy that
any brief synopsis of the plot would
seem  fearfully complicated, and yet
everything is developed with perfect
.| .
ciarity in the ylay., TPerhaps an excep-
tion shonld He made against the Izt
aet, avhich 5 by ne means as exciting
as the rest of the play and leaves one
0r two questions of fact and niotivh-
tion confused.  But by the time the
last #ct s reachéd so considerable s
u::niml:lui ton of theills has been made
thut complaint is ungratefnl,

We understund that the srentor nm‘
of the play s the work of |8 !

rautor.  This iz the third play by

man now in New York. His teelnical
<Kill <haws to better advantage in (he

e

sent piece than in either of the

Others.  Virtuosity move nearly an-

swers all requirements in melodrama
thun in any other form of dramatic

entertainment, unless it be farce, Cloge
“.h'r"'.r‘ alion of charvacter nnd any con-
vincine philosophy are now needed. They
would be in the way. “The Woman in
Room 157 has neither. The charietors
e as interesting as nceds

he, bt
not ong hecumes so engro sing: for
s digtracted

As a matter of Tact, with a few ox-

ceptions, the folk of {he play wre not
Hn m!mu.-.hli- lot, The stuge is fairly
cluttered  with  masterful  wmen  wnd
yielding women, bul thev heep mov-

ing s0 fast that nobodv hae time 1o
1l be me-
L question
bexide which every other congids rating

seems trivial, Ewven the nianners and

marals of the crowd arvouse only pass
ing attention. We were <|1tm|km| for
instanee to learn how freely business

men tell their salarvies hefore company.
It is not the custom among newspapoy
and theatrical eiveles with which we
are best acouainted, or if any mention
ol the “l.‘l‘i\l\.’ wage does ereep in it |8
softened by an optimistic inaccuracy
which banishes had taste,

We do net intend to imply that ail
the characters are unsympathetic. We

L eid not like the hero very mueh, and

vel we managed to work up a consid-
able interest in his fate after the

(
villain had been shot, This muy have

been due to the fuet that the villain
just a little mere eyil than usunl.
The adventuress alsq went to extremes
by wearing very much ldss than 18 ex-

peeted of adventaresses, IHere; too, the
policy of keeping nothing from the
I audience seemed to be followed.

The many complications of the nlot

are introduced in an orderly manner.
I'his 18 perhaps the seeret of the nmaz

igly fine technigque which hpa prono

| nto building the play. 1t is this which

prevents confuzion and disaster 1o the
underatanding, The method iz very
| like that of a skilled wovker in salid
| dressings.  Fach ingredient comes in
fat just the vight time,

A good enst suenceds in bringing oul
all the \'ﬁ]l es. of the play, Janot
Reeeher, who is u‘n(‘ﬂ\ responsible for
[TESRIVInG a hee sympathetic
interest, 153 particn r!,\ grivial, but
Lowell Sharman and Kenneth Hill, both
arrant villains, are also wvalunble in

rtromoting the evening's entertainment,

Miss Fay Wallace eontrvibutes an amus-

Cing bit, and Will Deming and Gail

Kane should also be mentioned, Do

| Witt Jennings deserves spocial atton-

tion, for Re does a traditions]l police
captain role in fine, vigarous fashion
and partieipates in two of the most

“The Woman in Room 13" is 50 gnod
n melodrama that it would desorve

praize in any theatrical seasen, hut i

is mere wolcome than ever just now
after the long series of =py nluys, in
which everyhody turns out to be some

hody else.  The charactors in this pl.n

stay put and sinee lhuy are plocod in

situstions which muake for excitement

| andl interegst, that is an  adbiirable
| guality.
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A sale of rare booka from the slock
of Tobert 1. Doidd was concluded at
the Anderson Galleries westerday af-
ternoon.,  For the two scssions, eom-
prising 487 items, 6,490 was realized.
George D, Smith again bought several
rare volumes, among which were the
following: Forty fragments of rare
books, mostly of the Flizabethan pe-
viod, for which he paid the tep price
of the sale, §610; a first edition printed
in London in 16809 of “Nova Hritannia,
\-'jrgini:1," for $400; "Iantasticks," by
Nicholas Breton, printed 1626, for
F300: a map of excessive rarvity, Yo
seription de la Nouvelle Franee," 1632
for ®200; “The New England Prime
1773, with woodeut of George 111, fo
‘-‘.l!:l}, and “The Aberiginal lrn'trnhn "
by . 0. Lewis, containing eighty por-

Ir.1:1‘i ol t,.Lli:-‘lJrntr'{'l North Ameriean |

Indian chiofs, for %127,

S. L. Monson was a keon bidider at
the first seseion of Lhe qnln and paid
‘.uhﬂ for “I"oor Richard, 1786," hy Ben-

Jjamin Franklin, and “ul\ for a rape !

almanne of the vear 1770, with engray-
ing by Paul Revere,

The American Art Association solid
hy auction yesterday afternoon colored
11Hh1ng prints, mezzotints and line en-
pravings from the eollcetion of the late

Charles Toboerts, of Philadelphia, and |

others. A collegtion of stipple platn

rurtrnitﬂ b\' D, Edwiy brought $85, the §
\

ighest price paid, from Max Willinma,
A cnlqrnd lithograph, “Trout Fishing,"
by W. Gauchi, brought $60 from Ken-
nedy & Co,, and *Punt Fishine" by the
Hume ||1'I.|=l also went to Max Willians

for § The proceods of the sale wore
$2.066,

Higher prices were feleliod sl the
evening sale of engravings etchings

and drawings by noted artists, from
various collections. “Olga B.)" an cteh-

ing by Anders Zorn, brought the high-|

est price of the collection, $440, from
M. Knoedler & Co. The same firm nlio
purchaged “0ld Man with Divided Fur
Cap,” an etehing by Rembrandt Van
Rijn, for $430, and an eteching by
Charles Jacque, entitled “La Borgorie,”
for 3180, F. Keppel & Co. paid $2:40
for an engraving, “Virgin and Child," by
Murtin Sehongauer, and an --1chi'1;f try
embrandt Van Rijn of “Christ Preacli-
ing” brought the same price from I
Meder, The Erieh Galleries obtained
an otehing by fSir Francis Seymour
Haden, entitled “The Three Sisters”
for 8180, and “Le Petit Conseil,” en-
graved by Juninet, after the painting
by Lamvrainee, nlse went Lo I, Meder
for $116. The sale realized £4,000 for
its 164 items.

l serman Thmlrp lo Reupen

 Lexinglon Avenue Playhouse Is

Leased for Foreign Company
Gierman plays ars ta be penewel in
New Yaork. \I'H'IdTII‘"'TI- tt was made
! vday that the Lexington Theatre,
. Lexineton Avenue apd Fifty-fira:
street, had been lensed by the Chirfs-
i Produeing Company, the fo

temgee of the Germun Irving Place The-
dbrpy

Both the Irvine Place and {le '&nl.\-
'|lin theat rea, awhere (German  pl

autponded lust uumrrul.
ir. Thr opening dite
Theutre has been set

vy e et
Four March 114,
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Otta HMarbach, Abe Levy and Rudoelf
Friml have joined lfllc"i to prodace
H$The Little Whanper,” g musical com-

edy founded on Louis Allen Browne's

play, “The Bigamist.”

| Berkshire String Quartet Gives
Evening of Chamber Music
at Aeolian Hall

Anevening of chiumber

traction last night wt Aol
u:.,'d.l ization has F

M P S e e E—
2 S i

TO-DAY IF YOU HAVE NOT YET READ

‘The Four Horsemen
of the Apocalypse

IT IS ONE NO\'F.L ‘1'OU MUST NOT LEAVE UNREAD

.'".' £1.90 -’jnfuu extral. 0t all baek: '--!t or ey D .rJ-re.'l‘ L‘l’r'. t from

. P. DUTTON & CO., 681 Fifth Ave., New York
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iisio and ticipation
Vi s tion of the fifty-third anniversary
|‘-. nee, and “Ladin Ruatgera on TFebruary 10 fleso will
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